STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION


 FOR THE BLIND & VISUALLY IMPAIRED


612:10-9-19.  Eligibility Status

(a)  The case is moved into Eligibility Status when the individual is certified as eligible. The teacher will evaluate the case information and determine if the consumer meets the criteria given in (1)-(3) of this Subsection.

(1)  Consumer is legally and/or functionally blind or has a rapidly progressive condition which is expected to result in legal blindness.  If there is a difference in near and distance acuity, the worse acuity is used for determination of eligibility. 

(2)  Consumer has identifiable deficiencies in homemaking skills due to severe vision loss.

(3)  It is expected services will improve the consumer's homemaking skills and independence in his/her community.

(b)  The teacher is responsible for making a determination of eligibility on each consumer requesting rehabilitation teaching services within 60 days of application and a letter of determination of eligibility will be provided in the consumer's preferred format.  A certification of legal blindness signed by a physician, a comprehensive functional assessment provided by the rehabilitation teacher, or certificate of eligibility for talking book services, can be used to document eligibility for the Rehabilitation Teaching Program.  1

(c)  While in eligibility status, the comprehensive assessment is completed to provide a basis for the formation of the consumer's IPE.  The comprehensive assessment is used to determine the scope and nature of services to be provided to accomplish the consumer's objectives.  The teacher will address the consumer's diagnosis as reported by documented medical and psychological report or as determined by the teacher's evaluation.  The teacher will identify the specific functional limitations which prevent the individual from functioning in the home or community.  The teacher will describe the consumer's strengths, weaknesses and how proposed services will increase the consumer's potential to achieve his/her goal of homemaker.

(d)  After the consumer has been determined eligible, the teacher starts the process of developing the Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE). In the development of the program, the teacher will make a determination of the consumer's present level of adjustment and his/her physical and emotional capacities for acquiring specific adaptive skills. 2 

(1)  The teacher with the consumer's participation will develop an IPE establishing a homemaking objective. The goals, objectives and services provided directly or indirectly will be included in the IPE.  A homemaker is defined as a person whose primary work is performance of duties related to the upkeep and maintenance of a home.  This work takes place in the individual's own home, without remuneration.

(A)  The IPE can have a vocational objective of homemaker only when services will directly and substantially improve the individual's ability to perform the primary homemaking work activities for their home.

(B)  A vocation objective of homemaker can be established for only one person within the same household.

(2)  The narrative recording will include documentation of the consumer's participation in the development of the IPE and all pertinent information. A copy of the IPE will be provided to the consumer in their preferred reading medium.  

(3)  The IPE must be completed and signed as soon as possible, consistent with the needs of the individual, but not more than 90 calendar days following the eligibility determination, unless the individual or the authorized representative and the rehabilitation teacher jointly agree to an extension of time for a specific duration.

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

1.
In the absence of medical information, the specialist writes a narrative statement indicating the manner in which eligibility was determined.  This statement contains an explicit description of the procedure used to determine eligibility and is entered in the case record.  In cases where the specialist has difficulty making a determination of eligibility, the Programs manager is consulted.  Information certifying an individual's eligibility is recorded in the case record.  The specialist identifies the specific functional limitations that prevent the consumer from functioning in the home or community.


The specialist should try to get any existing medical reports from other agencies serving the consumer. Such reports often contain information pertaining to the consumer's visual disability.

2.
This evaluation of consumer's needs will be documented on the rehabilitation teacher's Comprehensive Assessment form.
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