STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION


 FOR THE BLIND & VISUALLY IMPAIRED


612:10-7-222.  Rehabilitation technology, assistive technology devices and assistive technology services

(a)  Rehabilitation technology is the systematic application of technologies, engineering methodologies, or scientific principles to meet the needs of and address the barriers confronted by individuals with disabilities in areas which include education, rehabilitation, employment, transportation, independent living and recreation. The term includes rehabilitation engineering, assistive technology devices, and assistive technology services.  1
(b)  Rehabilitation technology services may be provided to any individual under the provisions of an Individualized Plan for Employment (IPE). 2, 3  Rehabilitation technology services such as assessment or consultation are not based on financial status; however equipment, appliances, and aids will be based on available financial resources of the client. 

(c)  Rehabilitation technology services, including prescribed adaptive aids and devices, must be provided by qualified persons.  4  Prescriptions/recommendations for nonmedical adaptive technology may be accepted from individuals listed in 74 O.S. 85.7(12) including physicians, rehabilitation engineers, qualified rehabilitation technicians  or sensory aids specialists  5  and from qualified assistive technology specialists and assistive technology professionals.

(d)  Assistive technology devices, including prescribed adaptive aids and devices, may be purchased commercially or designed and manufactured by a rehabilitation engineer, assistive technology or sensory aids specialist depending on individual need.  

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

1.
34 CFR 361.5 (45), (44), (8) and (7)

2.
When selecting and procuring rehabilitation technology services the counselor and client should consider:

(a)
whether the equipment and/or services can assist the client to participate in the rehabilitation program, achieve an employment outcome or maximize independent living as documented through a job analysis survey, specialist's recommendation, home analysis or other assessment; 

(b)
whether the client has, as evidenced by an appropriate evaluation, the necessary capabilities, abilities, and interest to operate the devices and perform the job tasks;

(c)
the client is able and willing to undertake a training program as may be required to adequately master the equipment; and

(d)
whether the client agrees to maintain the equipment and return it to the agency if not used in accordance with the provisions of the IPE.

3.
Procedures to follow in securing prescribed adaptive aids and devices are: 

(a)
The counselor will use the Special Services Referral form when making a referral to an agency specialist. The counselor will include sufficient detail so that the specialist can plan for an appropriate evaluation.

(b)
The agency specialist will contact the referral and take appropriate action within 30 days of receipt of referral information. The specialist's evaluation report will include  an evaluation of the client's limitations and abilities, and an evaluation of any equipment and adaptations already available to the client.

(c)
The specialist's recommendations will specify any needed equipment, including any special features or modifications,  and recommendations for training the client in the use of each device. 

(d)
When the prescribed adaptive technology is meant for an individual having a visual disability, the need for a low vision evaluation must be carefully evaluated. An existing evaluation will be used if, in the counselor's judgment, it is adequate and complete, considering the nature and stability of the disability.

(e)
The counselor will follow purchasing instructions given in 612:10-1-7.

(f)
Upon receipt of the equipment, the counselor contacts the appropriate agency specialist to consult about delivery and installation. The appropriate agency specialist will determine if the devices purchased conform to prescribed standards, are properly installed, and are useful to the client in accordance with IPE objectives. The Assistive Technology Specialist will provide an "Assistive Technology Inspection Report" to help the counselor determine when the invoice and claim are ready for processing. Upon proper delivery and installation, including any needed instruction, of any equipment costing $500 or more the counselor obtains a signed Receipt for Equipment and Title Agreement form.

4.
Qualified persons may include licensed engineers, assistive technology specialists employed by DRS, and other trained and/or credentialed experts in specialized assistive technology fields.

5.
74 O.S. 85.7 (12) provides an exemption from certain Department of Central Services state purchasing provisions for individually prescribed nonmedical adaptive equipment for clients of DRS, when the equipment is  prescribed by a physician, rehabilitation engineer, qualified rehabilitation technician, speech therapist, speech pathologist, occupational therapist, physical therapist, or qualified sensory aids specialist.  DRS purchasing procedures continue to apply for purchase of these items.

Section History

7-1-11  
PT Memo #12-01


Permanent, new, put in proper sequence

612:10-7-222
Page 3
Effective 7-1-11

