STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION


 FOR THE BLIND & VISUALLY IMPAIRED


612:10-7-131.  Transportation


Transportation, including adequate training in the use of public transportation vehicles and systems, may be provided for a client as a service to enable the client to receive diagnosis, evaluation or other rehabilitation services. Authorizations for transportation will not be issued to pay the cost, or part of the cost, for any other service.  1
(1)  Public transportation. The authorization is made directly to the vendor or client for actual cost.  2
(2)  Private transportation.  Mileage for use of a private vehicle is paid at 50% of the rate allowed by the State Travel Reimbursement Act and is authorized directly to the client.  In these instances, mileage will be restricted to the most direct route and to the least possible number of trips.  Case narrative documentation is required explaining how the amount was determined.

(3)  Vehicle Repairs.  Vehicle repairs will only be provided if there is a clearly defined need to enable the client to participate in vocational rehabilitation. Maintaining and repairing a private vehicle is primarily the responsibility of the owner.  Assistance with vehicle repair is intended for emergency situations where services have been initiated under the IPE and participation in the IPE cannot continue without the repair.  The cost of vehicle repairs will not exceed $1,000.00 for the life of the case unless approved by the appropriate program manager.  3, 4 

(4)  Out-of-state/air transportation. Transportation by airplane or out of state travel may be provided to allow a client to receive services not available in the state. Transportation may also be provided for a client to seek employment out of state provided the counselor has written documentation that the significance of the disability, or the nature of the vocational objective, makes in-state placement unusually difficult.  5
(5)  Transportation for an attendant. Transportation may also include the cost of travel for an attendant of an individual with a significant disability. Subsistence will be paid at the rates established by the State and described in OAC 340:2-1. The counselor will have an agreement with the client regarding allowable expenses before the trip is made.

(6) Training for use of public transportation. When expertise is not available within the agency or community to provide effective training in use of public transit, the service may be purchased, with authorization made directly to the vendor or client for actual cost.

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

1.
The justification for providing transportation, the amount of transportation to be provided and time span will be documented in the case record. The non-medical authorization is used to authorize payment for transportation. When the authorization is to a vendor, the vendor's invoice must be filed with the claim for payment. Authorizations are to be addressed directly to the client at the client's mailing address.  Transportation and maintenance may be authorized on the same authorization when regular monthly payments are to be made, but each must be shown as a separate item on the authorization. Clients need to be reminded that it is their responsibility to keep their address current. Warrants not deliverable will not be forwarded.

2.
The Department also has contracts with some private vendors in the major metropolitan areas which may be used to provide transportation, e.g., taxi and bus services. 

3.
612:10-7-87
4.
All vehicle repairs will be directly authorized to the client including situations where the ownership of the vehicle is other than the client’s.  Clients requesting assistance with vehicle repairs must provide counselors with the driver’s valid driver’s license and current vehicle registration for the vehicle considered for repair.  If the client is not a driver, he/she must provide a plan to the counselor that describes how he/she will utilize family members or others as drivers for transportation to participate in vocational rehabilitation services.  Copies of these documents will be maintained in the case file.  Prior to vehicle repair, clients will provide counselors with an estimate outlining the repairs and cost for counselor’s approval.  Upon completion of repairs, clients will provide counselors with a receipt verifying the completion of the repairs.  Counselors will secure copies of the estimate and receipts for any repairs and these documents will be maintained in the case file.

5.
If air fare is to be provided, arrangements for such fares will be made through the State Travel Coordinator, Department of Rehabilitation Services State Office.  A request for Out-of-State Travel form is required to document out-of-state travel.  The authorization and claim must show the date(s) of the trip(s), rate of payment and points of departure and arrival.

Section History

9-1-93

No PT Memo



Emergency, first adoption under OAC Title 612

7-1-94

PT Memo #94-1



Permanent, first adoption under OAC Title 612, added that cannot use transportation to pay for other services

7-1-97

PT Memo #97-9



Permanent, added criteria for paying out-of-state transportation to seek employment

7-1-98

PT Memo #98-15



Permanent, consumer transportation in private vehicle always authorized to consumer. Rate is negotiated up to State reimbursement rate.

6-14-99

POL Memo #99-7



Emergency, Section amended to include instruction in the use of public transit and vehicles

7-1-99

POL Memo #00-1



Permanent, supersedes emergency rules issued 6-14-99

7-1-06

PT Memo #07-01



Permanent, transportation is paid at the rate of 100% of the state rate and clarified mileage reimbursement is to pay for all costs associated with driving a vehicle.
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PT Memo #09-01



Permanent, Travel reimbursement 75%
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Permanent, added vehicle repairs and formula for private transportation.
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PT Memo #10-02



Permanent, expediting calculation of transportation assistance.
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Permanent, removed duplicative language and clarified intent
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