STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION AND VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION


 FOR THE BLIND & VISUALLY IMPAIRED


612:10-11-57.  Purchase of Adapted Devices

Staff will evaluate the consumer's need for adapted devices which can maximize the consumer's independence.  Instructions in the utilization of each device will be provided to insure safe and efficient use of each device.  1

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

1.
Reading systems which can include CCTV and/or scanning software that converts text to speech in conjunction with portable computer dependent scanners may be purchased for consumers following proper evaluation. Programs manager approval is required for technology purchases in excess of $600.00 per consumer.

It is not in the scope of the OB Program to purchase or upgrade computer equipment including CPU, monitors, printers or scanners, however, adapted access technology can be purchased, when appropriate, to provide a consumer access through screen reading software, screen enlargement software, and Braille translation software.  Adapted hardware including note taking devices, refreshable Braille displays and Braille embossers can be considered to provide access.  Program manager approval is required for technology purchases that exceed $600.00 per consumer.  Evaluation of need is required and instructions in the use of such technology will be provided to insure the consumer's success in using the access technology.

The Rehabilitation Teacher can assess the consumer's need for a CCTV.  A referral will be made to the Assistive Technology Specialist on the DRS-C-17 form for all other access technology needs.
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