STATE DEPARTMENT OF REHABILITATION SERVICES

ADMINISTRATIVE OPERATIONS

612:1-7-3.  Relationships with state boards: ex officio representation from the Department

(a)  State Rehabilitation Council.  Sections 101 and 105 of the Rehabilitation Act requires the State Rehabilitation Agency establish a Oklahoma Rehabilitation Council.  The Council membership is appointed by the Governor, and is to be composed of at least one representative of the Statewide Independent Living Council; at least one representative of a parent training and information center; at least one representative of the Client Assistance Program; at least one rehabilitation counselor serving as an ex officio member; at least one representative of community rehabilitation program service providers; four representatives of business, industry and labor; representatives of disability advocacy groups; and current or former applicants for, or recipients of, rehabilitation services.  The Director of the Department of Rehabilitation Services serves as an ex officio member of the Council.  Refer to Section 105 of the Rehabilitation Act for membership qualifications.  The Council reviews, analyzes, and advises the Department regarding the performance of its responsibilities under the Rehabilitation Act; helps develop the State Plan; and performs other functions as specified in Section 105 of the Rehabilitation Act.

(b)  Statewide Independent Living Council.  Section 705 of the Rehabilitation Act requires the State establish a Statewide Independent Living Council.  Membership of the Council is appointed by the Governor.  The membership is composed of at least one director of a center for independent living chosen by the directors of centers for independent living within the State; a representative from the Department of Rehabilitation Services serving as an ex officio member; representatives from other state agencies that provide services to individuals with disabilities who also serve as ex officio members.  Other members are appointed as appropriate, and may include other representatives from centers for independent living; parents and guardians of individuals with disabilities; advocates of and for individuals with disabilities; representatives from private business; representatives from organizations that provide services for individuals with disabilities; and other appropriate individuals. Refer to Section 705 of the Rehabilitation Act for qualifications of members.  The Council develops and submits, in conjunction with the Department, the State Plan as described in Section 704 of the Rehabilitation Act.  The Council also monitors, reviews, helps develop and evaluates the implementation of the State Plan.
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