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The 2017 legislative session will again be dominated by budget issues.  As such, legislative leadership has encouraged agencies to focus their legislative proposals that will save the state money or at least not cost them more money.   We sent out an email October 10th to senior staff asking for legislative proposals and received two recommendations that I would recommend you approve:
1. DDD - streamline the personnel approval process for new hires at DDD.
DDD is regularly contacted by SSA regarding our capacity to bring on new employees to expand DDD’s capacity to address Oklahoma claims and our claims work for other states.  Under the current state hiring process, it is difficult to meet SSA's deadlines on these new hires for Oklahoma.  We would like to pursue legislation in cooperation with OMES to streamline the review and approval process.

2. Financial Services - Incorporate Limits Bill into Statute
Each year we request a limits bill (example attached) which is a series of mundane but important financial services and HR authorizations for the coming fiscal year.   There are eight agencies that generally request such a bill because a substantial portion of their budget is federal FUNDS.  Last year the legislature did not pass any limits bill as part of the budget agreement and OMES worked with us to avoid any immediate consequences.   To avoid this problem in the future, we would like to try and incorporate some of this language into our statutes.
This year's legislative deadline for requesting bills for the 2017 session is December 9th. On your approval, I will be contacting potential house and senate authors.  




