Oklahoma School for the Deaf
April 2015 Commission Report

Oklahoma School for the Deaf Academic team traveled to the New Mexico School for the Deaf March 26-28, 2015, to participate in an academic bowl.  We are proud to report that OSD was third in this competition and thus advanced to become one of the four teams chosen to attend the competition at Gallaudet University located in Washington D. C. April 25-18, 2015.  One student from OSD was chosen to be on the All Star Academic Team. We believe this is the first time OSD has had an Academic All Star. Ware very proud of our team and know they will do well in Washington.  Our track team is scheduled to travel to a track meet on the same weekend. We look forward to exciting news from both teams. 
I am also happy to report that our Battle of the Books team did advance to Washington. Our team of three students competed in the Battle of Books at Gallaudet University on March 30, 2015. Our team did not clinch first place but we are proud of them for earning a spot at the national competition. 

The OSD Golf, Track, and Cheerleading teams are very active. They have various meets games and competitions scheduled this month. 
Dr. Laurene Simms, from Gallaudet University, was invited to speak at the Oklahoma Teachers for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing teacher meeting at University of Arts and Science, in Chickasha tomorrow. A number of OSD teachers will attend. USAO received a grant to pay for her to attend. Since she was coming to Oklahoma, she requested to do talk with me, students, staff, alumni and parents to further her research regarding diversity for Deaf Women of Color and Deafhood Foundation. The purpose is to highlight good practices in educating diverse cultures of deaf children. 
Dr. Simms did visit OSD on Wed. and Thursday of this week.  They are filming a documentary to promote this diversity. She has previously visited Mississippi school for the Deaf, researching African Americans. She plans to visit California School for the Deaf to research the Hispanic population. Dr. Simms chose to come to Oklahoma because we have a large population of Native Americans. Oklahoma's proud Indian heritage was evident. It was very evident in the interviews that took place on campus. Katie Case, Chickasaw Nation Legislator, was on hand for an interview as well. This documentary is supposed be shown on PBS and other channels. Jody Harlan was here for beginning of the visit and trailed along as it took place on Wednesday. We look forward to seeing Oklahoma in the national spotlight as the documentary is shown in many locations, including PBS. 

 Dr. Simms was here, she conducted a workshop for our teachers regarding the Dynamics of American Sign Language with Reading Instruction. It was awesome and very beneficial to our teachers. 

OSD Student Government officers attended the area gathering of regional student governments March 25th. Over 400 students attended this event. OSD was proudly represented at this meeting. 
Student ambassadors continue to be very active with tours. They will be at the Capitol on the 20th for Disability Awareness Day. OSD plans to send various students and staff to attend, including student performers. 

The Oklahoma Educational Training Institute dates have been set for June 3-5. OSD will host two summer camps for students in June. 

The OSD Parent Liaison with met with parents April 2, 2015. 


235 program has traveled to set up booths set up at conferences including the Health Expo on Saturday, April 4, 2015.

OSD offers a strong Abstinence program for 8th graders, which is held in conjunction with the Chickasaw Nation, will be finishing up this week. 

OSD offers Community ASL classes. Those classes will be wrapping up soon. 
OSD has begun the End of Instruction testing which will take up most of the month of April and the first week of May

The OSD Athletic Banquet will be April 28, 2015 and the OSD Prom will be on May 12th. 

The Oklahoma School Nutrition Advisory Board met in Sulphur. The OSD Cafeteria manager attended the meeting. The group toured OSD. 

I am so proud of OSD all the way around.  

