March 2015:

On Monday, March 2nd, the Jazz Band went to NSU in Tahlequah to participate in the Jazz Band Contest.  

On Friday March 6 the annual Braille Challenge Competition was held at the school with nineteen (19) contestants competing and displaying their braille abilities.  There were three (3) students that qualified for national competition in California.  Following is an article which was in the Fort Smith Newspaper and featured one of our students, Jennifer Ratliff.
On Saturday, March 7 the Green Country Spelling Bee was held at the Muskogee Civic Center.  Richelle Zampella won by spelling the word “onerous”.  This was her third win out of the last four years.  She was awarded a $1,000 check for OSB and also for herself she won a tablet, $100 and two tickets to a Thunder game.  

On March 9, the Elementary classes went to Eastar Hospital for “Playing Hospital”.  The students had a great learning experience. 

On March 12, six (6) middle school girls attended the Abstinence Tea at Muskogee Civic Center. 

On March 24 the high school science students traveled to Tulsa to go to the zoo. 

On March 25, the Lions Club Pancake Breakfast was held at the Muskogee Civic Center and 3 shifts of 3 students each helped with the breakfast by serving and cleaning up.  The students always enjoy helping with this event. 

Also on March 25, the annual Special Olympics track and field events were held in Poteau.  We had 12 athletes, 7 staff and 2 family members attended.  Everyone has a most enjoyable time at this event. 

April 2015:
On April 2nd the Annual Easter Egg Hunt was held at Civitan Park across the street from the school.  Approximately thirty (30) elementary students hunted beeper eggs.  

Also on April 2nd a large portion of the student body and staff participated in the Annual Give Back Day.  Students were split into four different groups; one group cleaned up and planted flowers on campus, one group worked at the local animal shelter, one at the River and the other group worked at the Gospel Rescue Mission.  They had a full day working from 9 until 3.  Following is an article which ran in the Muskogee Daily Phoenix Newspaper on April 3, 2015.  

April 10th saw Cane Quest competition held on campus for the younger students.  All of the students participating really seem to enjoy the competition.  On April 10th and 11th the First All-School Musical, Sleeping Beauty was held.  The students did a very good job and we estimated the audiences’ attendance for both nights to be well over a hundred.
On April 14 Ruth Kelly Studio came to take all of the senior pictures.  We had a real nice day for outdoor picture taking and pictures should turn out well. 

The evening of April 15 was the OSB Jr/Sr Prom.  The prom was held in the gym and staff did an outstanding job of decorating.  All of the students stated that they had a very enjoyable evening and danced and ate the evening away.

On April 20, we had three students and 4 staff who attended Disabilities Awareness Day in Oklahoma City at the State Capitol.  It was a long day but those attending had a good day meeting with their legislators and speaking to them about OSB and issues of concern to them. 

On April 21, the annual OSB’s Got Talent show was held.  Staff and students always enjoy this event and look forward to this each April. 

On April 27, was the last rabbit and poultry show held at the OSB for this school year.  

On April 29, a fundraiser was held at Taco Bueno to raise monies for the sophomore class. 

On April 30 the elementary classes went to Honor Heights Park for their end of year outing.  
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Muskogee’s Gospel Rescue Mission became a special mission for Patelin Cogswell.

Patelin and other Oklahoma School for the Blind students spent Thursday morning clearing bags and boxes from the mission as part of OSB’s annual Give Back Day.

“I like the Gospel Rescue Mission, because I like to do things for the Lord,” said Patelin, a sophomore from Oklahoma City. “It didn’t matter if it was laundry I was doing, this is a rescue mission.”

OSB sent 30 high school students across the Muskogee area Thursday during its third annual Give Back Day. Students not only helped at the Gospel Rescue Mission, they cleared debris along Muskogee trails, visited residents at Dogwood Creek Retirement Center and made canine friends at the Muskogee Animal Shelter.

“The community is so good to us, we just want to give back,” said OSB science and service learning teacher Cheryl Daniels. “And we want the students to know it’s good to give back.”

This is the third year OSB students participated in Give Back Day.

OSB junior Jennifer Ratliff from Roland said she had been part of one or two previous Give Back Day events.

“I just enjoy giving back,” Jennifer said.

Students helping at the animal shelter found added joy as they got to pet, cuddle and walk the shelter puppies and dogs. “Some of these dogs don’t know what it’s like to be loved,” said Mathew Noah, an Oklahoma City senior. 

Mathew and other OSB classmates held a black and white pit bull puppy.

“I’m going to call him Super Hero,” he said.

After cuddling and holding pups, Mathew said, “My shirt smells like solid wet dog.”

Destiny VanPelt, a freshman from Antlers, walked a brown and white terrier along part of Centennial Trail. She said the pup would be the perfect friend for her dog, a Yorkie mix.

“I’m kind of naming this one Sweetie,” Destiny said.

Students also helped out on the school campus as they cleaned bunny cages and washed buses and windows.
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Monday Matters: Roland Teen Aces Braille, Embraces Life

By Jeff ArnoldTimes Record • jarnold@swtimes.comMUSKOGEE, Okla. — Jennifer Ratliff of Roland recently won the first place in the varsity category at the Oklahoma Regional Braille Challenge, but she has loftier goals set for her future. Jennifer, 16, is a junior at the Oklahoma School for the Blind in Muskogee, where she’s attended school as a resident student since the third grade. In addition to a birth defect that prevented the development of her optic nerve, Jennifer said she has a constellation of eye disorders including aniridia — a complete or partial absence of the iris — and nystagmus, which is involuntary eye movement. Until third grade in Roland, Jennifer used a CCTV video magnifier to read and an OSB instructor began visiting her once a month in second grade and began teaching her braille. She also worked with a teacher’s aide on braille lessons instead of attending her art class. “Because, of course, I couldn’t see what our art teacher was doing,” Jennifer said with a laugh. In the summer after second grade, Jennifer went to OSB for a month where her education in braille accelerated and she decided she wanted to participate in the OSB resident program. Faye Miller, an OSB instructor, said there are currently about 90 students at OSB and half are residential students who attend classes Monday through Thursday, go home for the weekend and return Sunday for the school week.  Joyce Ratliff, Jennifer’s mother, said no to Jennifer’s attending the OSB for a month in the summer, but Jennifer talked her into it. She also initially resisted allowing Jennifer to attend OSB as a residential student. Then shortly after Jennifer started third grade, she went back to her mother and told her she really wanted to go to OSB, and Joyce relented. “She just keeps going and doesn’t let anything stop her,” Joyce Ratliff said. She now believes having Jennifer attend OSB “was the best choice. ”When she arrived at OSB, Jennifer said she was reading braille on a kindergarten level, but by the end of third grade she was almost at a third grade reading level. “Once I got here, I flew through it,” Jennifer said. Miller said there’s more complexity with learning to read and write braille and then learning to read and write regular print, but young children learning braille generally progress fast as children with full sight learning to read and write. The difficulty is for teens or adults who lose sight and start to learn braille when they’re older, Miller said. In addition to learning braille, Jennifer is also in the Independent Living Skills program, which involves teaching students how to cook, clean, manage money, perform community service, check prices when grocery shopping and even dressing, said Miller. “I always mismatch 

my socks,” Jennifer said. She also recounted a story of visiting Roland schools last year, where she ended up wearing mismatched shoes. “I still laugh at it,” Jennifer said. When asked if those situations ever create frustration, Jennifer laughed and said things are going to happen. “And she has such a great attitude” which helps her avoid frustration, Miller said. Joyce Ratliff said Jennifer has always been upbeat since Joyce and her ex-husband took her in as a foster child and eventually adopted her. “I fell in love with her the minute we got her … and once she woke up, she was always ready to go,” Joyce Ratliff said. As Jennifer grew, her limited vision never kept her from doing what she wanted, whether it was riding horses, climbing a rock wall, swimming or even going on a zip line. “I wouldn’t do half that stuff,” Joyce Ratliff said. Although Jennifer said she both is and isn’t a competitive person, this is her sixth year participating in the Oklahoma Regional Braille Challenge, which involves proofreading, spelling, speed and accuracy, reading comprehension, and charts and graphs. “If I win, I win; if I don’t, OK. I’m good with it,” Jennifer said. “But knowing I was able to pull out a win was a lot of fun. I just take it as it comes. ”Miller said Jennifer will find out at the end of May if she qualifies for the national finals at the Braille Institute in Los Angeles, scheduled for the end of June. The top 12 scorers in each of five age categories across the United States and Canada are invited to the national finals, with a winner in each age group, according to the Braille Institute website. Since attending OSB, Jennifer has also participated in cheerleading, spelling bees and academic competitions. She plays saxophone in the OSB jazz band, performs volunteer service, attended Space Camp, had poems published and now in the mornings, she escorts younger residential students to breakfast. Without OSB, Joyce Ratliff said those opportunities wouldn’t have been available to her daughter and she wishes every child had the opportunity to go to a school with such small classes where they get the same type of one-on-one work with teachers. Once she graduates from OSB, Jennifer plans to go straight to college and study psychology and education. Jennifer said she wants to open a business teaching independent life skills to individuals with disabilities and offering counseling to those who struggle with their disability.
