DRS JANUARY LEGISLATIVE REPORT
Kevin Nelson

Legislative Liaison
As of the 29th, we have not received the gift of the thousands of bills we expect under the tree just after Christmas. That said, we did received four requests for legislation from Department heads, and have lined up authors prior to the deadline for requesting bills, December 12 of this month. This is an overview of our requests for your consideration and approval:
SCHOOLS:
There are three bills from the schools. The first bill is to exempt the two schools from the A-F grading system. It was requested by both schools.  Both Sen. Garrison and Simpson have offered to be Senate authors, with Faught in the house. Sen. Simpson is also going to try to help us talk with Superintendent Hoffmeister to see if we can resolve this administratively. No word from Simpson yet.  I have been contacted by Senate staff on behalf of Garrison and they have offered to draft the language.
The second bill is to exempt property held by the schools from the requirements of HB 3050, passed last year, that requires all proceeds of property sold by an agency to go to the OMES maintenance fund for all state buildings. It was a carry over issue from last year affecting the School for the Blind.  Our concern is that property given to the schools, especially in a will, may be lost by the schools if they ever tried to sell it because the proceeds would not go to the school as intended/required by the person giving the property. 
Again, Sen. Garrison and Simpson have offered to be Senate authors, with Faught in the house.  Sen. Simpson is going to talk with Sen. Griffin, the Senate author of HB 3050, to see if she wants to carry it.  No word yet.   I have been contacted by Senate staff on behalf of Garrison and they will draft it.
The third bill would amend an exemption from the central purchasing act for the School for the blind and the School for the Deaf under 74 OS 85.12. It exempts:
14.  Expenditure of monies appropriated to the State Department of Rehabilitation Services for educational programs or educational materials for the Oklahoma School for the Blind and the Oklahoma School for the Deaf;
There have been some delays, particularly with IT, that have affected the schools. We are working with OMES to see if we can resolve these administratively.  This may be used as a vehicle to clarify the exemption.
Sen. Garrison and Simpson have offered to be Senate authors, with Faught in the house.  I have been contacted by Senate staff on behalf of Garrison.  They would like us to propose language.
DDD:
The fourth bill is a request for additional unclassified FTE.  It is a carry over from last year.  Like the last three years, we have asked for an additional 7 unclassified positions. 
Sen. David has agreed to be our Senate author, and I have asked Rep. Owenby to be the house author. I have been contacted by Senate staff on behalf of Sen. David.  They will draft.  I have contacted OPEA to brief them.  We have a meeting scheduled for today, December 29th.
BILL REVIEW
Finally, as mentioned above, there are only a dozen bills out now, but they should be out when we meet in January.  This will be our life for the next month, so please say a prayer for our sanity as Jean and I wade through them. 
Right now, as far as legislation affecting DRS, we know of one bill so far.  The Health Department is looking at putting legislation in place to define healthy vending and requiring healthy vending on state properties. The legislation should mirror new federal requirements brought about by the Affordable Care Act.  We are evaluating the requirements and officials from Health will discuss them with our vending committee this month. 
