June  Legislative Report
The session is over and the legislature got out one a week early. Most thank term limits for Rep. Mike Reynolds as the explanation for their increased efficiency. However, when you have no money you have few choices as well. 
Budget:
On May 18th,  budget officials announced a deal to spend $7.19 billion., 37 million less than last year despite having $611 million less to spend.  This was accomplished primarily through a lot of one time funds including taking funds from:
· Constitutional Reserve Fund (Rainy Day Fund) budget stabilization: $150M 
· Agency revolving account reconciliation: $125.2M 
· Cash Flow Reserve Fund: $121M 
· Unclaimed Property Fund: $50M 
·  County Improvement Roads and Bridges fund: $50M 
· Tax Commission compliance initiative: $31.4M 
· Workers' compensation insurance premium tax / Multiple Injury Trust Fund  apportionment reform: $24.2M
Many agencies received cuts of around 7.25-percent, a summary is attached.  Eight agencies received more funds, including:
· $18M, or 1.9%, to Oklahoma Health Care Authority for operations 
· $15.9M line item to Department of Human Services for Pinnacle Plan 
· $14M, or 2.97%, to Department of Corrections for operations 
· $4.6M, or 4.8%, to Department of Public Safety for second half of trooper raise 
· $2.5M, or 2.6%, to Office of Juvenile Affairs for female facility operations 
· $2M, or 0.6%, to Oklahoma Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services for operations And
· $400,000, or 1.3%, to Department of Rehabilitative Services for federal match
We are pleased that we're a part of this group.However, remember that they will need to make up about $450 million next year, just to break even.
Legislation:
As of May 26th, all bills have been either signed or vetoed, except for the budget bills.  Our watch list is attached.  On bills affecting us, our DRS limits bill, SB 842, passed the legislature without objection and is waiting on the Governor’s desk. It is the only bill we are still waiting for the Governor to act upon.
There are a few notable bills that did not get heard.  SB 436, the Senate’s version of the Uber bill, was supposed to reemerge from conference committee as a taxi deregulation bill.  However, it never got a hearing.  Also, HJR 1030, the Ominous administrative rules bill, passed the House, but was not heard in the Senate.  Consequently, the Governor must decide by the 17th whether to approval all administrative rules or reject them.  Because of controversy over Department of Agriculture and Athletic Commission rules, it is possible but not likely that the Governor may reject all rules.
Finally, interim study proposals are due by the 17th and Rep.Kern has filed a study on HB 1512, the deaf interpreter bill.  We may have a busy summer. 
