March  Legislative Report
My report will be brief as this is committee deadline week and I write you from the final Senate Appropriations and Budge committee hearing before the 26th deadline. 
Budget:  
 learned from the State Equalization Board the the State’s budget hole has doubled from roughly $300 million to $611 million. At this level all agencies are expecting cuts.  Just to remind you, the Governor’s budget called for 6.25% cuts for most agencies when the deficit was $300 million.   Education agencies are going through a new round of budget hearings.  Our House subcommittee for human services has asked for the impact of cute of 2, 4, and 6 percent.  It could get worse. 
Legislation:
On our request bills, both our DDD unclassified bill and purchasing bills passed without opposition.  However, we did not get a hearing on our A-F bills or our property bill. This was, in part, on terrible luck on schedule because the Senate Education meets on Monday’ and we lost two Monday's this month due to weather. 
As far as our watch list bills, the two BEP bills, SB 521 and HB 1613 (requiring health vending options on state property) were not heard; and SB 660, (allowing agencies to allow food vendors in their parking lots) passed with a commitment from Sen. Fields to work with us to address concerns on competition with our blind vendors)  And HB 1969, (which requires agencies to favor competitive integrated employment for individuals with disabilities) passed without comment. 
Of particular note, HB1512, by Kern, strengthening the interpreter standards for public schools passed out of House common education yesterday 8-3. The deaf and interpreter community came out to support the bill and packed the committee room and both overflow rooms. While there were some concerns with the Impact the bill would have on school districts, it was clear that their presence had a strong influence on passage of the bill. 
The next deadline is March 12th, for reporting bills off the floor.
