From: McDaniel, Jacqueline [mailto:Jacqueline.McDaniel@okdhs.org] 
Sent: Thursday, August 20, 2015 3:10 PM
To: Kimberly Osmani; All VR Program Managers; All VS Counselors; All VR Counselors; All VS Program Managers; All Field Service Coord; All VS Rehabilitation Technicians; All VR Rehabilitation Technicians
Cc: Mark Kinnison; Doug C. Boone; Joe D. Cordova; Larry Hartzell; Gary Theilen; Renee N. Sansom; Bill Dunham; Williams, Cassandra M.; Jones, Marcus; Schlittler, Connie; Boyer, Jennifer; Benefiel, Jennifer; Carpenter, Millie
Subject: RE: Road to Independence

Kim

Thank you so much for all your support. RTI is very excited about this partnership and coordination of services with DHS 55A and RTI. The Pilot at 55A will certainly help us identify ways to increase local capacity, improve independent and transition services for young people in Child Welfare and support the local Child Welfare offices.  

Jacqueline Pereira-McDaniel, MHR

Program Supervisor, Road to Independence Network

OK Department of Human Services, Office of Planning Research and Statistics

Office: 405-522-3869  I  Cell: 405-698-7204

Website: Road to Independence Network 

From: Kimberly Osmani [mailto:KOsmani@okdrs.gov] 
Sent: Friday, August 14, 2015 9:58 AM
To: All VR Program Managers; All VS Counselors; All VR Counselors; All VS Program Managers; All Field Service Coord; All VS Rehabilitation Technicians; All VR Rehabilitation Technicians
Cc: Mark Kinnison; Doug C. Boone; Joe D. Cordova; Larry Hartzell; McDaniel, Jacqueline; Gary Theilen; Renee N. Sansom; Bill Dunham
Subject: Road to Independence

Good morning.  Happy Friday!  Sorry for a long email, but it is an important project we can’t really summarize.

I wanted to let you know about a new partnership that DRS is involved in with DHS.  It is called the Road to Independence (RTI).  Over the last 2 years, DHS had funds through a federal grant from the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) Family and Youth Services Bureau to plan for how to build on the capacity of state and local systems to prevent long-term homelessness among at-risk youth with foster care involvement.

RTI developed a plan for systemic and community wide intervention strategies to reduce or eliminate homelessness among youth in foster care in the Tulsa and Oklahoma City areas.  In the Capitol Hill Area (DHS 55A, they are converting 6 of their positions to focus solely on independent living skills and services).  We will be meeting with those staff on 8/19 to talk about who we are, what we do, application/eligibility, etc.

Jeannette Ridner has agreed to be our agency contact for this partnership.  Her role will be to attend monthly partner meetings and to disseminate information to the field as appropriate.  She may be calling upon some of you to attend meetings periodically to address issues in your area.  She will also be contacting our local offices to let you know when a youth in foster care (who is of DRS transition age) is moving into your area and will help get them connected with you to apply for services.

We are a critical piece to this puzzle as we will maintain them on our caseloads even after the youth exit foster care (hopefully), when DHS can no longer serve them.  This is a great opportunity for us to reach an extremely at-risk/underserved population, and we truly appreciate her leadership and your efforts to support these youth.

I will send out additional information occasionally to let everyone know how things are progressing.  Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Kim

